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Jeremiah 1
Introduction

Who was Jeremiah?

The name Jeremiah means ‘the Lord exalts’.  
Jeremiah was the son of a priest (Jer. 1:1). Priest had reliable, stable and well paid jobs in those days.  They belonged to the upper echelon of the society. Hence Jeremiah came from a very noble and highly respected background. Jeremiah would have almost certainly continued in the same career as his father if not for the intervention of God (Jer. 1:4-10).
What political and social climate did Jeremiah live in?

The nation of Israel had divided into two after the death of Solomon? (1 Kings 12). The northern part was called Israel and the southern part Judea. Jeremiah was a prophet in Judea.

Jeremiah lived through three main eras: when Assyria was the main super power; when Babylon was super power and when Judea went into captivity. He was eventually taken by force to Egypt. His ministry lasted for about forty years. His ministry overlapped with those of Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Daniel and Ezekiel.

Jeremiah is also known as the weeping prophet (Jer. 9:1-2). He uses a lot of pictures and metaphors to communicate his message. Jeremiah is often cited in the New Testament (Matt 2:17-18 / Jer. 31:15).

Why study the Bible?
A Christian who never studies the Bible does not really know what it means to live as a Christian. All the person will have is a general idea of Christianity based on a presumption.

After several years of living with such presumptions the person considers them as facts and will defend them as such.

These ‘facts’ eventually become the person’s guiding light. A dangerous situation will eventually develop - a Christian living by a doctrine that is foreign to scripture, yet convinced this doctrine is God's view.

May God deliver us from a heart hardened by error and rooted in presumption!
Jeremiah chapter 1
Questions for discussion
Read the whole of Jeremiah chapter 1 
1. Jeremiah was the son of a priest (v.1). The bible records the people God uses as coming from different backgrounds. Remember Gideon for example. Can you recall the kind of background he came from? (Judges 6:11-15). What does this tell us about the people God can use?

2. Jeremiah thought he had the perfect excuse to avoid the call of God (Jer. 1:4-6). Have you ever talked yourself out of doing what is right by emphasising your weaknesses or your perceived inability? What was Jeremiah’s excuse for not wanting to do what God had called him to do? (Jer. 1:6). What excuses do we employ to avoid doing the things we should – both spiritually and naturally? How can you tell an excuse from a genuine reason?

3. What did God tell Jeremiah not to be? (Jer. 1:8, 19). Why is fear such a paralysing factor? How can we deal with fear today? Can you recall anyone else in the Bible that God told not to be afraid? Has fear ever stopped you from taking a necessary action?

4. The Lord touched the mouth of Jeremiah with his hand (Jer. 1:9). God also touched the mouth of Isaiah (Isa. 6:5-7). How can God touch us today? What preparation can we go through before speaking or doing something for God? For example, how could we prepare to lead worship, lead a bible study, or even make a contribution to a bible study discussion group? Both our hearts and minds need to be touched and changed by God. Does God change our hearts and minds today? Is it possible to be sincere in one’s heart by wrong in one’s mind and action? (Rom. 12:1-2).

5. God identified idolatry as one of the children of Israel’s faults? (Jer. 1:16). They worshipped God with their mouths but did something else with their life. Do Christians still live double standards today? If yes, why do people do this? How would you counsel someone against living a double life?

Jeremiah Chapter 2 & 3
Questions for discussion
Read Jeremiah 2: 1-20.
Jeremiah uses a lot of imagery or poetic language. For example

· newlyweds (Jer. 2:3 The Message)

· broken cisterns (Jer. 2:13 NASB)

· homeborn servant (Jer. 2:14 NASB)

· harlot (Jer. 2:20 NASB)

1. Firstly, let’s approach this from the opposite direction. What imagery or metaphors would you use to describe your relationship with God? Everyone in the group should be able to contribute here.

2. Now, what imagery do you think God would use to describe his relationship with you?

Read Jeremiah 3:6-10

6Then the LORD said to me in the days of Josiah the king, "Have you seen what faithless Israel did? She went up on every high hill and under every green tree, and she was a harlot there.

 7"I thought, 'After she has done all these things she will return to Me'; but she did not return, and her treacherous sister Judah saw it.

 8"And I saw that for all the adulteries of faithless Israel, I had sent her away and given her a writ of divorce, yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear; but she went and was a harlot also.

 9"Because of the lightness of her harlotry, she polluted the land and committed adultery with stones and trees.

 10"Yet in spite of all this her treacherous sister Judah did not return to Me with all her heart, but rather in deception," declares the LORD.  (Jeremiah 3:6-10 NASB)

In the above verses God is using poetic language to tell the fate of the northern kingdom of Israel. Remember Israel and Judea broke apart after the death of King Solomon. Israel then embraced idolatry and was eventually carried away by the Assyrians into slavery. In the above verses God notes that Judea has not learnt from Israel’s mistakes.

It is important we appreciate the imagery and poetic language used in the above verses. A harlot (v.6) is not a reference to a female prostitute but rather to Israel having a relationship with idols. We witness the same tone in James 4:4.

3. What do you think it means to commit ‘adultery with stones and trees’ (v. 9)?

4. What else do Christians commit adultery with today?

5. What was God’s heart and desire towards those who had departed from him in disobedience? (v.7) What does this tell us about the heart of God? 
6. Sin has consequences but God also provides mercy. What determines whether we receive the judgement of God or the mercy of God?

7. What other metaphors could be used to describe someone walking in disobedience? What imagery language could be used to describe someone walking in obedience?

The things God told Jeremiah to do
Now we are going to take a close look at some of the things God told Jeremiah to do.

Read Jeremiah 5:1-2

1. What does God tell Jeremiah to do?

2. Can you recall anyone else who God told to do a similar thing? Genesis 18:22-33.

3. Why do the good deeds of a few people matter to God?

4. It would seem reasonable to conclude that God knows what we all do in private. How should this affect the way we live?

5. If God asked you to find ten people ‘who deal honestly and seek the truth’, do you think you would find enough people?

Read Jeremiah 13:1-11
1. What did God tell Jeremiah to do?

2. If you were Jeremiah what would you have thought if God had told you to do the same thing?

3. Can you mention some things God has told us to do? (or not to do Matt. 6:5, 16, 19, 25)

4. Like Jeremiah, why do we sometimes find it hard to do the things God tells us to do?

5. If we recognised that the things God tells us to do are for our own good, and the benefit of those around us, would we find it easier to do them?

God’s instruction to Jeremiah in 13:1-11 paints us a picture of the ‘condition’ the children of Israel were in spiritually and physically. Let’s see how this could apply to us today. 
6. A linen waistband (or shorts as used by some Bible versions), unwashed and hidden in a rock crevice for a long time, inevitably gets ruined (13:1-7). How can we spiritually ‘wash’ ourselves (1 Peter 1:23; 1 Peter 2:2-3)?  Is it possible for ‘children of God’ to avoid God or hide from him for long periods?

7. Can you explain how clinging or walking with God brings value to our life? (Please read Jer. 13:11 again).

8. On the natural level – if a person refused to wash their cloths for 3 months, preferring to hid it in a rock crevice instead, would such a cloth be suitable for wearing in public (or indeed private)? Why then do some people attempt to avoid washing themselves with the Word for long periods? What must we look like to God under such conditions?
9. Naturally speaking, can you explain how any of the following things could ruin ones health?
(a different person should be allowed to answer each question)
- not drinking water regularly
- never doing any proper exercise
- taking in too much salt (crisps, packaged food, fast food)
- consuming large amounts of sugar drinks (coke, fanta)
- driving everywhere and never walking
- eating a heavy meal just before retiring to bed
- taking large amounts of chocolate
- watching numerous hours of television
- employing every prank in the book to avoid doing your home work
- considering your opinions and actions to be faultless all the time
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