002 - Building a solid understanding – Genesis (God’s image)


Made in the image of God

Read Genesis Chapter 1:26 - 28

What does it mean to be made in the image of God?

	


God’s image

Made in God’s image refers to ‘every way we are like God’. No list can be conclusive because the ‘fall of mankind’ has blurred and distorted some of our godly image.

Question for children

What does distorted mean?

Seth was like Adam, not identical to him (Gen 5:3). Mention some ways in which Seth could have been like Adam?

We need to know what God is like to understand what our image is like.

1. How can we know what God is like?
John 1:1; 10:30; 14:7-9


2. What is Jesus Like?
- He speaks clearly to God (Fellowship) John 17
- He consciously was able to do God’s will Luke 22:42, John 4:34, John 5:30
- He love other people Matt 9:36, 10:6 (The sick Mark 1:14, moved with compassion Luke 7:13)

We can summarise the image of Jesus as

a. Having fellowship with God 
this is a spiritual aspect of his being (John 4:23). He could relate to God and hear God

b. He was obedient to God
he could consciously understand God with his physical senses: his intellect.

c. He loved people
he was moved by compassion. He had emotions and used them.

Notes

Made in God’s image means we have spiritual awareness, intellectual capabilities and emotional tendencies. The fall of mankind into sin means none of these are perfect but all of them can be used to hear God. Relying on any single one alone can make us go off balance.


Made in the image of God means that several of the qualities we possess are dim reflections of those seen in God himself. These qualities are amplified in Jesus.

A few of these qualities that are also found in us can be named as

Our spiritual ability

Our intellectual ability

Our emotional ability

All these abilities give us the ability to hear God and fellowship with Him. We are not perfect in the use of anyone of theses gifts and as we grow in Christ we become better in using them.

If we neglect to use any of our God given abilities or rely on only one of them we will stray into error.

How did Jesus use his intellect?

Read Mark 12:13-17

a. Whose image is on the coin?

b. Whose image is on you?

c. What are the things of God you should offer to God? (Fellowship, obedience and love).

d. How can you offer it? (With all your God given image)

e. How should we use ALL our image to fellowship and hear from God?

Sometimes we can be clear in our spirit, other times in our mind. Ideally our minds and spirits should agree but this is not always the case. As we renew our minds with the word of God our spirit, mind and emotions can response to the heart of God. Matt 26:39

How God talks to us

	Ways
	Venue / medium
	Requirements

	Spirit
	God’s voice to your heart
	Born-again (prayer and Word)

	Mind (intellectual)
	Mind 
	Renew the mind. Study of word, Past experience, other people

	Emotions (feeling)
	Compassion, intuition
	Renew the mind, understand your passions


Notes

1. We could make mistakes in any of the above areas.

2. We should never rely on one way to the neglect of the others. This will only allow you to ‘deliberately go against God’s stated will’ by claiming ‘God told you’.

3. We understand God’s word with our minds. His word in many areas is clear, understandable and takes priority – John 1:1-3. The spirit of God confirms God’s word.

4. Using our minds to understand what God’s will is for any specific circumstance is called Christian ethics. The Word of God and the Holy Spirit are our both available to aid us in this task.

5. If you are always arguing to justify your stand you will never benefit from correction.

6. Simply because someone says ‘God told me so’ does not mean they are correct.

7. The fall into sin means there is alienation between Mankind and God, mankind and nature (the work God found good we find hard); mankind and mankind (battle of the sexes and between the sexes).; manking and himself (loss of identity, sexual confusion, sickness etc)

Summary

Reflections of God’s image in us.

1. Morally
we have an in built consciousness of right and wrong. A wrong worldly view can distort this.


2. Spiritually
we can relate to God in prayer, worship and fellowship. We do not cease to exist after death.


3. Mentally
we can think and learn from other people of God. History should be our friend. We can read. Examples – Adam in Garden, Jesus in Mark 12


4. Relational
with God and one another. This of course involves our emotions as well as those already stated.
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