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Our inheritance in Christ


You welcome cards – meet the family

Who we are in Christ Jesus makes our privileged or deprived background fade into insignificance. It brings a new confidence to our understanding of who we are and causes us to walk in integrity and confidence. 

Olaudah Equiano

Celebrating two hundred years of the abolition of slave trade.

William Wilberforce used Olaudah’s testimony. The first written one.

Parallels with Christ’s deliverance

· Summarise story

· Considered himself a favourite of heaven

· Read extracts

· Free from the will of another

Our inheritance is the freedom to worship Him. Unhindered in our prayer and understanding of his word. The joy of bringing others to Christ.


‘The ultimate freedom we have as human beings is the power to select what we let our minds dwell upon’ – Dallas Willard

Meet the family – Luke 1-2

· Meet the family

· Zacharias and Elizabeth (Mary & Elizabeth related Lk 1:36)

· Joseph and Mary

· Jesus and John

Being part of the family is essential to our inheritance in Christ.

Read Luke 1:5-7
Zacharias (Uncle Zac to us)

Prayer – Read Luke 1:8-16

Zacharias as offering sacrifice to God.

The people were outside praying v 10

The angel picked his moment well in appearing to Zacharias.

He could have come when he was sleeping or at home.


Prayer brings us into communion with God. It is part of your inheritance. When you are robbed of your prayer life you are being robbed of your inheritance.

John means – The Lord is gracious.

Paraphrase the Zacharias angel story.

Zacharias question resembled Abraham’s – Luke 1:18 / Gen 15:8

John was filled with the Holy Spirit from the womb – Luke 1:15

The only one in the New Testament with such a privilege.

Yet he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than John Lk  7:28

We have the law written on our hearts (Jer 31: 31-34). The ability to assert our own will by the grace of God. That is the privilege of the Kingdom – our inheritance.
Jeremiah 31:31-34

"Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 

not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them," declares the LORD. 

"But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days," declares the LORD, "I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 

"They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them," declares the LORD, "for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more." 

Freedom is the very thing sin takes away from you.
Mary

The Word

Mary also asked a question – Luke 1: 34
Knowing your inheritance makes the difference.

And Mary said, "Behold, the bondslave of the Lord; may it be done to me according to your word." And the angel departed from her. Luke 1:38

God’s Word grants us a grounding in our inheritance that will keep us in His will – even when we do not fully understand it.

Mary went so see Elizabeth immediately. She stayed there till the child’s birth. (six month when she went, stayed for three) What do you think they talked about?

They talked away their doubt.

Faith and the Word are related

‘Faith is the art of holding on to things your reason has once accepted in spite of your changing moods’ 
– C.S Lewis

Elizabeth

And she cried out with a loud voice and said, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! Luke 1:42


The gifts and voice of the Holy Spirit is part of your inheritance. Take full advantage of them.

Testimony – traffic light, walk in Deptford, salvation.

Joseph Luke 2:4

He hardly says a word (Matthew 1:25 – names Jesus) 

Your worth with God is not measured by what you do but who you are. You are created in God’s image. One worth dying for.

John the Baptist

His birth – Found only in Luke 1:5-24

· Mentioned in all four Gospel

· His baptism of Jesus marks beginning of Jesus ministry – Acts 1:21-22

· Jesus’ words to John – Luke 7:28

"I say to you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he." - Luke 7:28

John the Baptist

His proclamation – unique to John’s gospel

The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! John 1:29


Part of our inheritance is the privilege of pointing others to Christ.

Child grew strong 

The Child continued to grow and become strong, increasing in wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him. Luke 2:40

Age comes automatically, wisdom is optional.

Jesus Christ – 

Increase in grace and favour

And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men. Luke 2:52














































